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Heidi W. Durrow

PO Box 66848

Los Angeles, CA 90066

heidi@heidiwdurrow.com
646-831-8799

www.heidiwdurrow.com

Education

J.D., Doctor of Jurisprudence

Yale Law School 1995

M.S., Master of Science


Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism 1992

A.B. in English Literature with Honors


Stanford University 1991

Employment History

2007-present
Co-Producer/Co-Founder, Mixed Roots Film & Literary Festival

Podcaster/Blogger, Mixed Chicks Chat
Los Angeles, CA
2000-2007
Life Skills Trainer, Zinc Sports Consulting
New York, NY

2004-2005
Freelance Writer, Essence Magazine
New York, NY

2002-2003
Associate Producer, Greif Company 
Los Angeles, CA

1997-2003
Founder Improvisational Ensemble/Performer
New York, NY

1995-1997
Attorney, Cravath, Swaine & Moore
New York, NY

Summer 1994
Legal Associate, Blanc, Williams, Johnston & Kronstadt
Los Angeles, CA 

Summer 1993
Legal Associate, Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy
New York, NY

Summer 1992
Reporter, Newsweek
New York, NY

Summer 1991
Reporter, Newsday 
Melville, NY 

Summer 1990
Reporter, The Oregonian 
Portland, OR

Honors and Awards
2009

Award, Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference Scholar

2008

Winner, Bellwether Prize for Literature of Social Change
2008

Ucross Foundation Artist Residency

2007

Pushcart Prize Nomination, The Literary Review for “He Runs”

2007

Winner, Roth Endowment Award

2007

Honorable Mention, Quarterly West Novella Competition
2007

Creative Artist Fellowship, American Scandinavian Foundation

2007

Winner, Elizabeth George Foundation Grant for Writers
2007

Creative Artist Fellowship, American Antiquarian Society

2007

Jentel Foundation Artist Residency

2006

Emerging Artist Grant, Fractured Atlas

2006

Finalist, Reynolds Price Fiction Contest

2005

Djerassi Artist Program Residency

2004

Fellowship in Fiction, New York Foundation for the Arts

2004

Winner, Lorian Hemingway Short Story Competition


2004

Award, Jerome Foundation Award for Emerging Writers

2004

Winner, Chapter One Fiction Contest

2004

Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference Work-Study Scholarship

2004

Winner, Associated Writing Programs Writers’ Conferences Scholarship

2004

Jentel Foundation Artist Residency

2004

Ragdale Foundation Artist Residency

2004

Tin House Writers’ Workshop Scholarship

2004

Finalist, Willamette Award for Fiction
2004

Finalist, Reynolds Price Fiction Contest
1997

Hedgebrook Foundation Artist Residency

1995

Earl Warren Legal Training Program Scholarship

1992

New York Newswomen’s Association Scholarship

1991

Winner, Outstanding Thesis English Department

1990

Award, Mellon Minority Fellowship
Publications

Fiction
The Girl Who Fell From the Sky (novel) (forthcoming Algonquin Books February 2010)

Winner of Barbara Kingsolver’s Bellwether Prize for Literature of Social Change 
“Light-skinned-ed Girl”
Alaska Quarterly Review (Spring/Summer 2005)
“He Runs” The Literary Review (Winter 2007)

“Ethnic Lego Girls Carry Spears” Smokelong Quarterly (Fall 2007)

Creative Non-Fiction
“Dear Ms. Larsen, There’s a Mirror Looking Back” Poem/Memoir/Story 2008
Book Reviews
“Nella Larsen’s Passing: Authoritative Text Backgrounds and Contexts Criticism ed. by Carla

Kaplan” Callaloo Vol. 31, No. 2 Spring 2008.


Selections in Anthologies

“The Mother,” (essay) Dreams and Inward Journeys: A Reader for Writers,

Eds. Ford & Ford.  New York: Harper & Harper, 1991 (1st edition).

(pseudonym Kristen Williams)

Professional (selected)

“African-Americans are the people most at risk when the criminal justice

system doesn’t work,” Essence June 2004.

“A real genius is a woman of color who finds a way to hold her head high

in a world that is oppressive,” Essence Feb. 2004.

“If we stopped victimizing one another crime would go down:

new police chief of Birmingham, Ala. Annetta Nunn: Interview,”

Essence Oct. 2003.

“Mothering Across the Color Line: White Women, Black Babies,”

Yale Journal of Law and Feminism Vol. 7:2, p. 227 (1995).

Stage Productions
“Grimm’s Tales: Mama Gothel, the Wet Nurse’s Lament,” Toad City Productions,

Portland, OR June 2001.
Interviews
“The Next Generation,” (interviewed by Lise Funderberg) in Black,

White, Other: Biracial Americans Talk About Race and Identity.

Edited by Lise Funderburg.  New York: William Morrow, 1994. 
Readings

The Girl Who Fell From the Sky (Algonquin Books) Book Release Tour 2010:
Readings and panel presentations at several venues including: LA Times Book Festival, Virginia Festival of the Book, South Carolina Book Festival, New Voices Festival, and two dozen more.
Fiction Reading, (featured) New York Public Library, New York, NY November 18, 2007

Fiction Reading, (featured) Long Island University, New York, NY November 13, 2007

(co-sponsored by Poets & Writers)

Fiction Reading, TellTale Café, University of Copenhagen, Copenhagen, Denmark

October 25, 2007

Fiction Reading (featured) Loving Decision Conference 2007, Chicago, IL June 23, 2007

Fiction Reading (featured), University of Copenhagen, Copenhagen, Denmark May 4, 2006

Fiction Reading & Lecture, State University of New York-Oneonta, NY Mar. 30, 2006

Fiction Reading, State University of New York-Oneonta, Oneonta, NY January 27, 2005

Fiction Reading, New York Foundation for the Arts/Artists & Audiences Exchange,

Housing Works Used Book Café, New York, NY January 19, 2005

Fiction Reading, Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference: Waiters’ Reading, August 17, 2004

Fiction Reading, “Jentel Presents!” Sheridan Stationery Books,

Sheridan, WY May 4, 2004

Award Reading, Chapter One Fiction Contest, New York Public Library,

New York, NY March 10, 2004

Fiction Reading, New York Mills Cultural Center,

New York Mills, MN January 11, 2004

Lectures

“The World’s Dream for Itself: Telling the Story That is Your Own” Dean’s Lecture, Yale Law School, New Haven, CT, March 1, 2010.

“What is Race and Culture? or I’ll Know It When I See It:

Implications for the Law” Barnard Summer College, New York, NY
Guest Lecture, June 2003.
“Race, Culture and Legal Understanding:  Using Augusto Boal’s Methods

to Develop Legal Philosophy” Barnard Summer College, New York, NY
Guest Lecture, July 2001.
Recent Teaching Experience
“Writing Yourself Into Fiction” StoryStudio, Chicago, IL, April 2010

Guest Lecturer in Residence, State University of New York-Oneonta, NY March 2006

Guest, Lecturer, “Story-Creating Through Improvisation,” New York Mills High School,

New York Mills, MN January 2004
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